
 

 

 

In this issue 

The 

Cougar Chronicle 

W I N T E R  2 0 1 5  

Happy Holidays 

Greetings everyone. 
Welcome to the first online 
edition of the Cougar 
Chronicle. It has been a great 
experience coming back home 
to Central. We have already 
had many great times this 
school year, and I'm looking 
forward to those still to come 
in 2016. I am also looking 
forward to seeing students use 
this resource to share all of the 
great things happening at 
CMS. I would like to wish 
everyone a happy holiday, and 
I hope that your break from 
school is a great one. 
Sincerely, 
Mark Gray 
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This Month’s Featured 
Clubs 

The Ski Club 

Puzzles and Games Club 

Guitar Club 

National History Day Club 

Do you play guitar? Want to learn? Join us for the 
CMS guitar club to learn and play with other 
guitarists in the school. Each week, we will learn 
about a famous guitarist and watch a video of 
them playing. The rest of the time you will either 
learn a song by the artist of the week or play guitar 
with your peers. Students must bring their own 
guitars. Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday in the band 
room.  
Advisor: Mr. Hill 

The Ski Club is open to beginners and experienced 
skiers/snowboarders. Students are required to take 
a lesson each time we visit Shawnee Ski Mountain. 
Equipment can be rented or you may bring your 
own, but having fun is the main ingredient. Meets 
for six weeks in the cafeteria, trips are weather 
permitting. We leave Central at 2:45 and return at 
9:30.  
Advisors: Mr. Gillespie & Mrs. Gillespie 

The Puzzles and Games Club provides students the 
opportunity to play a variety of games that enhance 
logic skills and challenge the mind. Students who 
join get to see Mrs. Bosley and Miss Dragone 
challenge each other to solve the Rubik's Cube. 
Meets Wednesdays in Room 214  
Advisors: Mrs. Bosley & Ms. Dragone 

This club will focus on celebrating history and prepare 
for the National History Day competition. This club 
will make history come alive for students by engaging 
them in the discovery of the historical, cultural and 
social experiences from the past. Students will have the 
opportunity to participate in engaging competitions 
with their peers and other students throughout the state 
in their age category. Meets: TBA  
Advisors: Ms. Maass, Mrs. Glatz & Mrs. Hosonitz 
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Toys For Tots 
Here at CMS we are giving back and 
donating to Toys for Tots. This 
fundraiser gives back to children who 
are not able to afford toys for the 
holidays. To donate, leave your 
unwrapped toys on the stage. The 
Toys are due December 11th. Have a 
heart and give back to the kids who 
need more.  

Beauty and the Beast Musical 
Want a little excitement now and 
then? Come watch the CMS musical, 
Beauty and the Beast! Auditions for 
acting were held on December 1st and 
2nd, and a list was put outside of the 
cafeteria and band room of the actors 
that would be participating in the 
show.  
 
Starring:  
Sarah Lepre as Belle 
Ryan Crooker as The Beast 
Matt Gonzalez as Gaston 
Abby Sanchez as Mrs. Potts 
Joseph Tremitiedi as Cogsworth 
Aidan LaFuente as Lumiere 
Kenny Lee as Chip 
And many more student stars. 
 
Stagecraft and Stage Crew members 
were also assigned.  
 
Hope to see you this year for the CMS 
musical, Beauty and the Beast! 
 
Three shows-February 25th, 26th, and 
27th 7:00 at PHS 
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A Few Tips for Being a Successful Student 

Do All Your Homework 
Figure out exactly what it is you are supposed to do 
and do it. Teachers will notice when you are not doing 
your homework, and that will affect your grade. Also, 
doing your homework will give you the practice you 
need to really understand the material in your classes. 

Pay Attention in Class 
If you pay attention in class, the work will be less 
confusing. It’s so easy to be thinking about something 
you need to do later or something that happened 
yesterday. Try not to daydream, and focus on what is 
happening right now. Try paying attention more and 
you just might find yourself being more interested in 
class. 

Write Tasks in your Planner 
CMS provides us with daily planners that have areas to 
write down our assignments every day. Studies have 
shown that writing down all your daily tasks will make 
you a more productive and organized student. When a 
student writes down everything he or she has to do, 
and then does it, they often find time to do the things 
they want to do as well.  

Ask Plenty of Questions  
Don’t be afraid to ask questions. Good students try to 
figure out what they don’t know, so they are not afraid 
to raise their hands and ask a question. Teachers like 
when you ask questions because it shows you are 
willing to learn. So next time you are confused about 
anything, ask a question. 
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Why every world map you're looking at is WRONG: Africa, China 
and India are distorted despite access to accurate satellite data 

• The distortion is the result of the Mercator map which was created in 
1596 to help sailors navigate the world 

• It  gives the right shapes of countries but at the cost of distorting sizes 
in favor of the wealthy lands to the north 

• For instance, North America looks larger, or at least as big, as Africa, 
and Greenland also looks of comparable size 

• In reality, you can fit  North America into Africa and still have space for 
India, Argentina, Tunisia and some left over 

• Map suggests Scandinavian countries are larger than India, whereas in 
reality India is three times the size  

• The biggest challenge for cartographers is that it is impossible to 
portray reality of spherical world on a f lat map  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 
 
Take a look at a map today, and you’re likely to see that North America is larger 
than Africa, Alaska is larger than Mexico and China is smaller than Greenland. But 
in reality China is four times bigger than Greenland, Africa is three times bigger 
than North America and Mexico is larger than Alaska. The distortion is the result of 
the Mercator projection, the map most commonly seen hanging in classrooms and 
in textbooks, which was created in 1596 to help sailors navigate the world. Much of 
this is due to technical reasons; while other inconsistences are caused by 
ideological assumptions that can change the way we see the world. Again, the 
biggest challenge is that it is impossible to portray the reality of the spherical world 
on a flat map – a problem that has haunted cartographers for centuries. 
 



 

 

Eighth Grade Trip To 
Medieval Times 

2nd Annual Scripps CMS 
Spelling Bee 

Once again, eighth grade students 
and teachers had a great time at our 
yearly trip to Medieval Times in 
Lyndhurst. The tournament was 
great and the food was delicious. We 
also got to meet our friends from the 
other side of town because 
Brooklawn and Central students 
always meet there.  

CMS is enrolled for the second time 
to participate in the 2016 Scripps 
National Spelling Bee school wide 
competition. Students will 
participate in separate spelling bees 
in their English classes, and the 
winners for each class will move on 
to compete among the entire school. 
It was a very exciting event at CMS 
last year, and we are looking 
forward to it again. 



 

 

New Teachers At Central 

This year we are welcoming many new teachers to CMS. 
Welcome Ms. Asaro, Ms. Stodnick, Ms. Ohara, Ms. 
Brautigam, Ms. Crompton, Ms. Timmerman, Ms. Goldberger, 
Ms. Velazquez, Mr. Anderson, Ms. Caruso, Ms. Hatzipetros, 
Ms. Bryant, Ms. Morales, Mr. Miller, Ms. Field, Ms. 
Kristiansen, Mr. Intveld and Ms. Cappuccino. We also 
welcome our new principal, Mr. Gray and our new Dean of 
Students, Mr. Totka. We wish you all a happy holiday! 



 

 

 

The Cougar Chronicle 
Needs Writers!! 

We meet every 
 Wednesday in Room 309 

 
Participate in the creation of our all-new online 

edition of the Cougar Chronicle. 

 
 
 

Attention all students at CMS! Have an idea 
for an interesting article for the Cougar 

Chronicle? Email Mr Winick: 
gwinick@pthsd.net 

 


